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Principal’s Message

Every Student Deserves a
Team!

We have been presented with some
challenges but with the support of

— parents and staff, we were able to
ensure a safe environment for our

students and staff. The lesson is if you hear something, say
something. It has been a pleasure being the principal in this
community the last three weeks. I’'ve been impressed with
our teachers as they are jumping into the curriculum, align-
ing to district expectations and my expectations, and work-
ing as a team. They are working with their grade level team
tackling minor behaviors and working with their content
area teams planning to ensure every student is getting
quality instruction and care. Please set aside some time to
talk to your children about school safety and the im-
portance of reporting anything they may hear or see that
could put our campus at risk.

We also have a responsibility to educate our students
about things that should never be said at school or about a
school that puts students, staff and the community at risk.
Sometimes students do not realize the severity of making a
threatening comment and will brush it off as they were
joking. It is important as parents to have these conversa-
tions at home. Mountain Sky and the WESD take comments
of a threatening nature very seriously. Parents can help by
having conversations with their children about certain
threatening statements that should never be said at school
and if their child hears something of a threatening nature,
they need to report it. We appreciate your support and
collaboration to provide a safe environment for Mountain
Sky.

Updates and Information

Staffing

On Monday, Ms. Reyes will join us as the .5 ELA teacher
and work with our temporary sub who has been here since
day one. We thank Ms. Clark for maintaining the three clas-
ses she’s been covering while we work on finding a perma-
nent person.

We have made the recommendation to hire a .5 choir
teacher. We have submitted all the requirements and are
waiting on the District to finalize and provide us a start
date. We appreciate the patience and understanding as we
have been working diligently to get someone in that role as
we want to continue and grow our choir program.
Schedule Changes

Since we are heading into week four and quickly approach-
ing progress reports, we will no longer be making any
schedule changes. Students need consistency and we have
a responsibility to maintain their regular schedules moving
forward to build a sense of community with the teachers
and students within their teams.

Student IDs

Students are required to wear them on the front of their
person, whether it is by a lanyard or in another way that
keeps it on the front of their shirt, so it is visible to all staff
members at all times. Students who forget their ID will get
a temporary ID. Temporary IDs do need to be returned.
However, students that continually forget their IDs will be
charged $2 for a new one and given consequences for not
being responsible with the requirement. Consequences will
start to be put in place for students who are forgetting
their IDs weekly. We will contact parents and arrange for
before or after-school detentions as needed.

Tardies

Students should know their schedules at this point. The schoolwide
expectation is that students must be in their classrooms by the end
of the last bell. At this point, students should no longer be tardy to
their classes. Students who are being documented for multiple tar-
dies throughout the week or even within one day will receive par-
ent contact and potential consequences of before or after-school
detention. Please remind them that their priority is to get from
class to class and not stop to socialize during passing. Students can
do that before school, at lunch and after school.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have questions. Thank you
for another wonderful week!

Always,

Christina Lee, Principal

PE class now will offer a great
new learning experience with
lots of fun and movement

with our new ping pong unit.

Thank you Mr. Meyer for
building ALL 12 tables—
looking forward to some
great fun in class this year!

Gifted Services

Fall Testing:
The Washington Elementary School District provides a continu-

um of services for students identified as gifted. If you feel your
child demonstrates the traits of a gifted learner, please com-
plete the online screening form found on the Gifted Services
website (Gifted test referral K-8) or contact your child’s teacher.

A description of gifted services is provided on the district web-
site at as well. Feel free to call or email the WESD Coordinator
of Gifted Services, Dr. Rowe Van Meter, with any questions you
may have (rowe.vanmeter@wesdschools.org /602-347-2651).
The gifted teacher on your campus can also provide testing and
information on gifted services.

Be Present, Be Powerful!

September is Attendance Awareness Month, which is a time of the

year to highlight the importance that daily school attendance has

on children’s success. To help us celebrate, we encourage you to

help your child build a habit of good attendance this month and all

school year long! This year’s attendance campaign theme is Be

Present, Be Powerful —and your child can be both by showing up

to school every day, even when it is not easy. Remember, absences

add up and each day a student is absent is a lost opportunity for

learning.

These tips can help you ensure your child builds a habit of good

attendance:

e setaregular bedtime and morning routine for your child;

e lay out your child’s clothes and pack their backpack the night
before;

e  keep your child healthy by ensuring they receive their required
vaccines; and

e schedule appointments and family vacations after school
hours, on the weekends or during school breaks.

Let’s be present and powerful each day, and make attendance a

priority this school year! We appreciate your support!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScO6F1b1G1oGnDVAbK6v_y7Z_6CPUQlBva0yWA6rRkKQL0jxw/viewform
mailto:rowe.vanmeter@wesdschools.org

Join us for Chipotle Restaurant Night Sept. 10
from 5:00-9:00 p.m. See you there!

Use HZXAJ)Y9 for online / app orders

‘g The Washington Elementary School District in
m_ partnership with The State of Arizona’s Attorney
= General’s Office, The Barbell Saves Project and

Substance Awareness Coalition Leaders in Arizo-
na present a Substance Awareness Presentation. This
presentation is FREE to all families and is offered to provide a
history and misunderstandings surrounding the use of sub-
stances, the most up-to-date research regarding health and
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2N __SOAR Matrix

Office/

Health Office Bathroom ‘ Cafeteria ‘ Field

Classroom ‘ Hallways ‘

Stay in designated

Control your body,
voice, and objects
Use technology
items as intended
for the class

Walking with a
purpose

Control your body,
voice, and objects

* Maintain school

security

* Control your body,

voice, and objects

Wait your turn
Control your body,
voice, and objects

Stay in seat until
dismissed

Control your body,
voice, and objects

areas
Be aware of
activities around
you

Control your body,
voice, and objects

Organized

Have materials out
and prepared for
class

Student planner is
filled out

Plan and follow
your route
Keep walkways
clear

* Travel to and from

your destination
right away

* Be prepared: Wear

ID and have
visible

pass

Complete sign-out
procedures

Clean up after
yourself

Collect trash and
throw it away
Follows lines and
times

Keep belongings
where you can see
them

Put equipment
away

Correctly use

Go to your
destination right

* Be aware of

Flush, wash, dry,

Wear ID's

Respectful

without
interrupting and
disrupting
Accept different
opinions

and kind language
Honor the space
and wishes of
others

= Only share

information that is
yours

+ Enter quietly and

patiently wait your
turn

to yourself

* Honor the space
* Use appropriate

and kind language

Take care of your
cafeteria space
Use appropriate
and kind language

materials and awa goodbye Clean up after Own your mistakes

classroom property y eople around you | * Quickly return to P Clean up after
ccoun a e prop Be prepared: Wear peop yourself and your P

Be an active ID and have . ss * Be honest your previous rea yourself

student visible P location

Use appropriate + Listen to others

and kind language Use appropriate with.out \'n:terrup‘ting * Keep your hands, Listen to directions

Listen to others pprop or disrupting eyes, and phones Play fair

Follow directions
Use appropriate
and kind language
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